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Tel: 01253 736488 

Email: parish.office@jclytham.church 

Usual office hours: Monday – Friday 9.00am – 1.00pm 

The Vicar’s Day off is Friday and Emma works Sunday to Wednesday.  
If you need urgent support on a Friday, please contact Fiona in the 
office who will be able to put you in touch with someone who can 

help. 

Website: www.jclytham.church 
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YouTube Channel:  St Cuthbert’s Lytham 
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Dear Friends 

In the past few weeks members of both our 

congregations have met to reflect on the 

life and ministry of each church and how 

they support the wider ministry of the 

parish of JC Lytham.  At each meeting three 

questions were asked: 

What are the most important functions of a church? 

What three things do you think we should focus on at present? 

What are you going to do about it? 

Responses concerning the function of the church included: to share 

the message of Christ; a place of worship; a place of community and 

inclusivity where people are welcome and come to belong; where 

children are encouraged; somewhere that responds to social needs. 

Some of the suggestions concerning current focus included a 

perceived need to build and nuture a stronger sense of community; 

to highlight areas where we need volunteers to assist our ministry; 

creating a more welcoming space within the church; progressing 

plans to improve and adapt our buildings and to further engage with 

children and their families. 

The challenge of what are we each going to do about is was more 

rhetorical but included organising social events and support to 

improve the hall. 

Although they were individual church meetings there was much 

overlap, but the message at St Cuthbert’s seemed to centre around 

the desire to strenghen the sense of community, whilst at St John’s it 

was to progress the installation of a kitchen and toilet. 
  

 
The Ministry Team 

Vicar:   Revd Nick Wells   07852 254 907 

Mission Enabler: Revd Emma Swarbrick 07866 335230 

Hon. Assistant Priest:  Revd Helen Houston 

Licensed Lay Jacqui Briscoe, Joanne Hutchinson,  
Ministers:  David Matthews, Bev Wells 

LLM Emeritus: Angela Lee 

Authorised Lay Ministers: Marianne Cottier Brown and James Walmsley 

 

 

 

Our usual Pattern of Services of Worship. 

 

  1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 5th Sunday 

8:30am 
BCP  
Communion 

St Cuthbert St John St Cuthbert St John St Cuthbert 

10:15am 
Morning Service 

Parish 
Communion 

Holy  
Communion 

St John 
Holy  

Communion 
Both  

churches 

Holy  
Communion 
St Cuthbert 

 Holy  
Communion 

Both 
churches  

All Age  
Service 

St Cuthbert 

Service of the 
Word 

St John 

11am 
Communion 

Each Wednesday at St Cuthbert 



 

 

  

 
The notes taken at the meetings will provide a focus for discussion 

for the PCC at its next meeting and beyond.   

The PCC, following our involvement in the Diocesan Renewal 

Programme, is progressing a revised Parish Vision and Mission Plan 

and this opening discussion will really help us to clarify our priorities.  

Further this will assist in the drawing up of a Parish Profile which will 

be required as the search for your next Incumbent begins later in the 

year. 

The key point I took away from both meetings was the passion of so 

many of you to see the parish and each church to flourish and grow.  

It is important to remember that the Church is the Body of Christ and 

we are individually members of it, when we commit ourselves 

individually and work together, recognising Jesus as our Head then I 

firmly believe God will bring the growth we desire. 

Yours in Christ  

PARISH COMMUNION 

Our  April Parish Communion  

will be on  

Sunday 1st March 2026 at 10.15am  

in St Cuthbert’s 



 

 
Easter 

Our Easter celebrations begin on Palm Sunday, 

29th March, with our usual Communion 

services in the morning.   

On Monday 30th the Easter Message will be taken into Lytham CofE 

Primary School during the day and then the all the pupils and staff will 

be welcomed into St John’s on the Tuesday morning for their Easter 

Service. 

Maunday Thursday, 2nd April, is the Chrism Eucharist in Blackburn 

Cathedral when clergy are encouraged to attend and renew their 

Ordination Vows.  The Bishop has extended an invitation to all 

members of our congregations to attend at 11am. 

In the evening we will be marking the Last Supper with Communion 

and the Stripping of the Sanctuary at St Cuthbert’s 

Messy Easter will be on Good Friday at St Cuthbert’s, with an 

invitation to families to come along at 10:30am for Easter crafts, an 

All Age Service and a light lunch.  More information on page 6. 

On Good Friday afternoon there will be a reflective Hour by the Cross 

at 2pm in St John’s. 

Our Easter celebrations are marked by our 8:30am Communion at St 

Cuthbert’s and Easter Communion at both churches at 10:15am. 

Obviously we would love to see you on Easter Sunday and would 

encourage you to bring family and friends, but also for you to 

encourage people you know to get involved in at least one of the days 

beforehand to share and truly mark God’s most loving act in all 

history and creation, an act He fulfilled with you on His heart.  Let’s 

rejoice and celebrate together this Easter.   

 



 

 

CHRIS DANBY 
MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR 

MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION 

New Memorials 

Additional Inscriptions 

Cleaned and Renovated 

 
1 Keilder Court, Lytham, FY8 4TN 

Telephone:   (01253) 735547 
Mobile Number: 07999076534 

www.chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk 
email:  chris@chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk   

 
Mothering Sunday  

Sunday 15th March is Mothering Sunday when we will once again be 

gifting daffodils to all the ladies in our congregations.  We are looking 

forward to the 1st Lytham Cubs taking part in the service at St 

Cuthbert’s. 

Today Mothering Sunday is a day when children give presents, 

flowers, and cards to their mothers.  But centuries ago it was 

considered important for people to return to their home or 'mother' 

church once a year. So each year in the middle of Lent, everyone 

would visit their 'mother' church - the local church or cathedral where 

they were baptised. 

Inevitably the return to the 'mother' church became an occasion for 

family reunions when children who were working away returned 

home.  It was quite common in those days for children to leave home 

for work once they were ten years old. 

Most historians think that it was the return 

to the 'Mother' church which led to the 

tradition of children, particularly those 

working as domestic servants, or as 

apprentices, being given the day off to visit 

their mother and family. 

As they walked along the country lanes, 

children would pick wild flowers or violets to 

take to church or give to their mother as a 

small gift.  

 

http://www.chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk


 

 
Messy Easter 

On Good Friday we will be holding a Messy Easter at St Cuthbert’s 

Church 10:30-12:30. It will be a fun morning of creative crafts, 

challenges and an Easter egg hunt as we learn about that first Easter 

Day. Suitable for preschoolers to preteens. 

 

Booking available on www.tinyurl.com/jclytham-eventbrite  

 

We are still looking for volunteers to help with crafts and catering. If 

you are able to give your time, please contact Emma by emailing 

emma@jclytham.church 

 

  

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/jclytham-eventbrite
mailto:emma@jclytham.church


 

 

Alistre Lodge Nursing & Care Home 

J Parker (Care) ltd 
67-69 St Annes Road East Lytham St Annes Lancashire FY8 1UR 

Tel: 01253 726786  E-mail: joan-parker@btconnect.com 

 

Booking enquires- Suzy Peters - Tel: 07595 628 211  

Website: www.alistrelodge.co.uk 

 
Registered Manager: Mrs Toni Shaw    

Clinical Lead: Mrs Fiona Nicholls  

Alistre Lodge Nursing & Care Home 

Type of Registration: Care Home with Nursing 

Alistre Lodge Nursing & Care Home provides accommodation for 

persons who require support with personal & Clinical Care. The 

home accommodates up to 43 people. Please contact the manage-

ment team for more information and to arrange a visit. 
  

 
Minecraft Church 

We continued our romp 

through the Old 

Testament at Minecraft 

Church in February, as we 

learned about Joseph and 

his dreams and his 

unfortunate journey to 

Egypt as a slave. We built 

colourful things, like 

Joseph’s colourful cloak, 

and explored the injustice 

of being sold into 

slavery. We thought 

about our own hopes 

and dreams and 

thanked God that he 

has good plans for us, even when things don’t seem to be going our 

way.  

Our next Minecraft Church is on 15th March, 4-5:30pm at 

St Cuthbert’s Church.  

 

Please book on using Eventbrite – tinyurl.com/JCLytham

-Eventbrite  

 

Participants need Minecraft loaded onto a suitable device (laptop / 

tablet / phone) and a Microsoft Account to join in. Church have a few 

http://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1234600865562&zx=lierfjhsyexv
http://www.alistrelodge.co.uk


 

 

Coffee Mornings 

Our Coffee Mornings this month are on  

Saturday 14th March 10am—12  noon at  

St John’s and  

Saturday 29th March 10am —12 noon at  

St Cuthbert’s.   

We look forward to spending time together 

and welcoming friends old and new. 

Toddler Praise 

At Toddler Praise in February we had a great 

time exploring what it means to Be Me – made 

in God’s image. We made crowns, and hand 

prints, dressed up and played in the home 

corner and got creative with the bricks! 

Our next Toddler Praise, for anyone with 

children under the age of 5 is on 10th March, 

9:30-10:45 at Lytham CE Primary School when the theme will be 

“Easter – New Life”. 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

Our APCM this year will be after our Parish Communion on Sunday 3rd 

May at St Cuthbert’s.   

At this meeting we receive a review of the year and the accounts for 

2025 and hear something of the PCCs plans for the current year and 

beyond and also importantly elect our Churchwardens and PCC.  

More details will appear soon, but for now please get the date in your 

diary. 

  

 

Mature Living at its best 
In this luxurious St Annes development, we take care of all your daily hassles; 

property, maintenance and security issues, leaving you free to enjoy your life as 

you choose. We have a beautiful Lounge and Restaurant serving delicious meals 

prepared daily by our Links View chef, 24/7 on site Duty Manager support, guest 

suite, laundry room, small shop, sensory room and gym, hobby room and library 

all on site. We also have 2 lifts for easy access to all floors. 

If you would like a tour, or would like to call in for a chat, 

please contact us on 01253 721678. 

Links View  



 

 

  

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT)  

6th March Friday 6th March 2026 at 2.00pm  

at Our Lady Star of the Sea Parish Rooms  

63 St Albans Road, St Annes 

“I will give you rest” World Day of Prayer 2026 Nigeria  

Our sisters in Nigeria invite us to join them for the World Day of Pray-

er on Friday 6 March 2026. The service they have prepared reflects on 

the theme, "I will give you rest."  

The World Day of Prayer is an international, women-led, ecumenical 

movement that shares the hopes, concerns, and prayers of women 

from around the globe. Each year, women from a different country 

craft a service, sharing their unique spiritual journey and culture. For 

2026, the women of Nigeria have created a service that speaks to our 

need for peace and solace, drawing on their faith and experiences in a 

world filled with struggles and anxieties.  

The preparation for this day is extensive. The writing country and 

theme are chosen years in advance, and the service then travels to 

the international committee in New York for translation and dissemi-

nation to national committees in over 120 participating countries. 

From there it is adapted and shared locally, culminating in gatherings 

at hundreds of churches every March.  

This day is a powerful demonstration of global solidarity. It begins in 

Samoa and moves across the world in a continuous wave of prayer, 

finishing 38 hours later in American Samoa. It truly is a worldwide day 

of prayer!  



 

 
An Update from the Bellringers – February 2026  

Fundraising for the St. John’s Church Bell Project continues to gather 

wonderful momentum, and the past few weeks have been particularly 

encouraging. On Saturday 31st January, the bellringers hosted a spe-

cial fundraising concert at St. Cuthbert’s Church, performed by the 

talented Lytham Community Choir. The choir learned a fantastic selec-

tion of new songs especially for the occasion and we owe them a huge 

thank you for their generosity and support. Those who attended will 

surely agree that it was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon, filled with 

music, warmth, and community spirit.  

Around 120 people came to church to enjoy the concert, including 

local rugby legend Sir Bill Beaumont, along with more than 30 mem-

bers of the choir themselves. Events like this don’t happen without 

teamwork, and we are especially grateful to Debbie and the many vol-

unteers whose hard work ensured everything ran smoothly behind 

the scenes. Adding to the excitement was our fundraising raffle. In-

cluding advance sales, we sold an incredible 5,000 tickets! Although 

there were only 65 prizes, meaning not everyone could win, there 

were some truly fantastic rewards on offer. Thanks to the generosity 

of supporters, the combined total raised from ticket sales and the 

raffle was just over £2,000.  

Since the last update, there has also been more good news on the 

grants front. We were delighted to receive a very nice letter of en-

couragement and a further £5,000 from the The Duchy of Lancaster 

Benevolent Fund. With this addition, and previous awards from other 

benevolent organisations, the project fund now stands at just over 

£60,000, meaning we are more than halfway towards our £100,000 

target.  
  

 



 

 

 
Revamp Home Services 

where we transform your house into a masterpiece! 

Whether it's gardening, jet washing, joinery, plastering,  

decorating, or roofing, we tackle  

all things home maintenance with flair! 

As a fully insured father and son team,  

we promise no job is too small for our magic touch. 

Call Paul at 07564805818 or Jake at 07592958751  

for a free quote.  

Let's make your home the talk of the town! 
  

 

 

Reaching this milestone is encouraging, but there is still urgency. The 

bells at St. John’s Church are becoming increasingly difficult to ring 

due to the deteriorating condition of the old oak frame, and we are 

keen to begin the restoration work as soon as possible.  

We remain incredibly grateful to everyone who has supported the 

project so far. The bells are far more than instruments, they are part 

of the heartbeat of parish life, marking celebrations, remembrance, 

and moments of togetherness across generations. Your support is 

helping to ensure that this familiar and much-loved sound continues 

for many years to come.  

Aside from fundraising we are also looking to encourage new ringers 

to join our happy band. Have you ever wondered what it’s like to ring 

the church bells you hear across our parish? Church bell ringing is a 

unique and welcoming hobby that combines teamwork, rhythm, and a 

bit of gentle exercise and you don’t need any musical experience to 

get started. Our local towers are always happy to meet new people, 

whether you’re young or young at heart, and full training is provided 

in a friendly, supportive environment. Come along, give it a try, and be 

part of a tradition that has brought communities together for centu-

ries. Encourage some friends and family to come along and learn a 

new skill together.  Ask any of the church team for details of how to 

contact the ringers.  

Thank you for helping us keep the bells of JC Lytham ringing.  

Michael Phillips (on behalf of the Bellringers) 



 

 

Quiz Questions for MARCH and the season of LENT 

Lent is the most important period of penitence and prayer in the 

annual Christian calendar. Originating in the early Church as a 

preparation for baptism at Easter, it is a time for self-examination, 

thought-provoking reading and Bible study. The Council of Nicea in 

325 CE standardized the observance of Lent, establishing a period of 

forty days in memory of this length of time spent by Jesus Christ’s 

temptations in the wilderness [Luke 4.2]. The term Lent is derived 

from the Old English word lencten meaning Spring, reflecting this 

season when the sun rises higher in the sky and shines for longer on 

the earth. 

This year, Lent is well under way by the start of March; the first day 

of this month is the season’s Second Sunday. Its solemnity is 

Pastoral Ministry Team 

Our Pastoral Ministry Team will be visiting Trinity Hospice this month 

where they will learn more about all the Hospice does and offers.   

We are grateful to the Chaplain, Revd Helen Houston, for inviting us 

to this special place and trust it will assist each one of our Ministry 

Team in all they offer to those they visit. 

From the Registers 

Baptism 

8th February—Clemmie Charlotte Armstrong 

Funerals 

12th February—Roy Burgess 

  

 
Financial Giving to our parish 

If you wish to make a one-off gift or begin to 

give regularly to St John the Divine and St 

Cuthbert Lytham, please follow the link 

through this QR Code on your smartphone or 

tablet. 

PLEASE NOTE that if you prefer paper-based there are forms at the 

back of each church. 

 

The Parish Hall - For more information call Fiona on 01253 

736488 

Monday 7.00pm—8.30 Cubs  

     lynne.mellor@fyldescouts.org.uk  

Tuesday   9am-3pm  Tumble Tots  

 Tumbletotslynz@hotmail.com 

 6.00pm-7.00pm Beavers (term time) 

 7.00pm-9pm  Scouts (term time) 

Wednesday     9.45am-11.30am  Bertie Bear Group (term time) 

7pm-8pm  Pilates with Georgia –    

     07875590724 

Thursday 5pm-6pm  Rainbows (term time)  

6.30 -7.30pm   Brownies (term time) 

Friday       9.30am -10.30am     Pilates 

mailto:Tumbletotslynz@hotmail.com


 

 

Looking for Volunteers at the Big Day Out 

Could you volunteer to be a Steward for the event to help keep every-

one safe, if you wish to help in this way please speak to Emma or Nick 

and they will put the person in charge of this side of the day in touch 

with you. 

  

 

acknowledged in church by the liturgy and by appearances. There are 

the omissions of Alleluias and The Gloria and flowers are notable by 

their absence, the exception being on Lent 4, Mothering Sunday. 

Some churches will adopt a Lenten veiling, covering crosses, crucifixes 

and pictures with purple cloths. In the Middle Ages, it was customary 

to draw a curtain in front of the altar to conceal it from view. This 

curtain would finally and dramatically be pulled aside in Holy Week 

during the reading of the Passion Narrative at the tearing of the 

temple curtain and the death of Jesus [Luke 23.45]. 

Lent thus has a rich history that reflects evolving practices of the 

Christian faith, rooted in early traditions but adapted down the 

centuries to meet the spiritual inclinations of believers. 

Here are twenty questions appertaining to March/Lent. 

 1.  March is said to come in like a lion, but to go out like a ….? 

 2.  Which word is the only five letter anagram of March? 

 3.  In Ireland, March 1st is known as Guinness Day. True or false? 

 4.  March is named after Mars, the Roman god of …..? 

 5.  In Cornwall, which saint is celebrated on the 5th March? 

 6.  The lives of the four March sisters feature in which famous  

       novel? 

 7.  Lent is said to be of forty days, though from Ash Wednesday 

       [18th February] to Holy Saturday [4th April] inclusive there are 

       forty-six days. Can you explain this? 

 8.  Which Roman consul was assassinated on the floor of the Senate 

      on the Ides of March in 44 BCE? 

 9.  Which colour is commonly associated with Saint Patrick’s Day? 

10. Which type of creature is Saint Patrick said to have chased out of  

       Ireland? 

11. Which mythical creature is associated with Saint Patrick? 



 

 

12. Which saint shares with Herbert of Derwentwater his Feast Day 

       on 20th March? 

13. On which date in March is The Annunciation of Our Lord to The  

       Blessed Virgin Mary celebrated? 

14. In March 1830, which religious book proclaiming Americans to be 

      descendants of a long-lost Hebrew tribe was published in New 

      York? 

15. On which day is the Chrism Mass celebrated? 

Here are five sets of words which will be heard during our readings, 

Epistle or Gospel, during the Sundays of Lent. Can you place them, 

book, chapter and verse? 

16. For God so loved the world .. 

17. .. at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

18. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 

19. Jesus said to Martha, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 

20. ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ 

The numerous English editions of the Bible produced down the 

centuries have provided us with many proverbs, expressions and 

sayings, a goodly number of which have been transposed into 

everyday use. Some - for example, O ye of little faith, love thy 

neighbour, and a fall from grace – have a clear religious  connection.  

Others, however, have biblical origins which may be rather more 

surprising. 

Here are twenty examples of familiar phrases. Can you identify the 

books within which they can be found? Adding chapters and verses 

would, of course, raise your profile considerably. 

21. physician, heal thyself                    31. pearls before swine    

22. am I my brother’s keeper?            32. a man after his own heart 

23. the blind leading the blind            33. eat, drink and be merry 
  

 

24. like a lamb to the slaughter          34. by the skin of my teeth 

25. as old as the hills                            35. a fly in the ointment 

26. at their wits end                             36. the good Samaritan 

27. a millstone hung around your      37. a wolf in sheep’s clothing 

      neck                                                  38. to move mountains 

28. feet of clay                                      39. the writing on the wall 

29. a leopard cannot change its         40. all things to all men 

       spots 

30. nothing new under the sun 

 

Quiz Questions for February: Island Treasures: ANSWERS 

1. May, 2. Hoy, 3. Yell, 4. The Scillies, 5. Canvey, 6. Leg of Man,             

7. Walney, 8. Wight, 9. Staffa, 10. Mull, 11. Jersey, 12. Lindisfarne,    

13. Bute, 14. Sark, 15. Puffin, 16. Anglesey, 17. Rockall, 18. Skye,        

19. Dogs, 20. Islay, 21. Holy, 22. Iona, 23. Muck, 24. Lundy, 25. Unst, 

26. Bardsey, 27. Inner Farne, 28. Brownsea, 29. Westray, 30. Rum,    

31. Sheppey, 32. Barra, 33. Colonsay, 34. Jura, 35. Fair, 36. Alderney, 

37. Tiree, 38. Arran, 39. Barry, 40. Coll, 41. Thanet, 42. North Uist,     


