JC Lytham Parish Office
The Parish Hall
Church Road
Lytham
FY8 5QL
Tel: 01253 736488
Email: parish.office@jclytham.church

Usual office hours: Monday — Friday 9.00am — 1.00pm

The Vicar’s Day off is Friday and Emma works Sunday to Wednesday.
If you need urgent support on a Friday, please contact Fiona in the
office who will be able to put you in touch with someone who can

help.

One family; two homes

Website: www.jclytham.church

Facebook page: @ JC Lytham
YouTube Channel: St Cuthbert’s Lytham
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Dear Friends The Ministry Team

Trinity Sunday often leaves even Vicar: Revd Nick Wells 07852 254 907

Mission Enabler: Revd Emma Swarbrick 07866 335230

experienced preachers wrestling for words.
How do we explain something so central to
Christian faith, yet so difficult to define
fully? The doctrine of the Trinity stretches

Hon. Assistant Priest: Revd Helen Houston

Licensed Lay Jacqui Briscoe, Joanne Hutchinson,
Ministers: David Matthews, Bev Wells

it speaks about the very nature of God — a LLM Emeritus: Angela Lee

our language and our imagination because

tery both profound and beautiful.
mystery both profound and beautiiu Authorised Lay Ministers: Marianne Cottier Brown and James Walmsley

One of the reasons the Trinity can feel elusive is that the word itself
never actually appears in the Bible. Yet while the term is absent, the
principle is woven throughout Scripture. From the opening verses of
Genesis, through the life and ministry of Jesus, and into the work of

the Holy Spirit in the early Church, Christians have always recognised Our usual Pattern of Services of Worship.
God revealed as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The importance of this belief becomes especially clear when we look 1% Sunday 2" Sunday 3" sunday 4" sunday 5™ Sunday
at Church history. In the early centuries of Christianity, believers 8:30am
worked carefully and prayerfully to express what they understood gg;mumon St Cuthbert Stlohin St Cuthbert St lohn St Cuthbert
from Scripture and worship. This led to the creation of the Nicene Holy Holy
Creed and the Athanasian Creed, both of which affirm strongly the Communion Holy Communion Holy
threefold nature of God 10:15am Parish St John Communion | _StCuthbert | communion
’ Morning Service | Communion All Age Both Service of the Both
In the Nicene Creed, Christians proclaim Jesus Christ as “God from Service churches Word churches
. . St Cuthbert St John
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made.” Tiam
e . ) Each Wednesday at St Cuthbert
The creed also declares that the Holy Spirit “with the Father and the Communion

Son is worshipped and glorified.” These are not merely theological
phrases; they are statements of faith that continue to shape Christian
worship and identity today. It is this shared belief that enables us to
affirm that we belong to “one holy, catholic and apostolic Church.”

Yet understanding the Trinity in everyday language remains
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challenging. Over the centuries many comparisons have been offered
— none perfect, but each giving us a glimpse into the mystery.

One example is the humble clover leaf. A single leaf grows from one
plant, yet it is formed of three distinct parts. Together they make one
leaf, while each section remains recognisable in itself.

Another comparison comes from family relationships. One person
may be a parent, a spouse or partner, and also a son or daughter.
The same individual relates to others in different ways, while
remaining one person throughout.

Even the world of science offers an illustration. The primary colours
of light — red, green and blue — combine together to produce white
light and the full visible spectrum. Individually distinct, together they
create something complete and unified.

None of these examples fully captures the majesty of the Trinity, but
perhaps that is the point. God is greater than any comparison we can
devise. Human language can only point toward divine reality, never
contain it entirely.

What remains wonderfully clear, however, is that each person of the
Trinity is essential to the Christian understanding of God. The Father
is the Creator, the Son the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit the giver
and sustainer of life. Distinct, yet perfectly united, they reveal the
fullness of God’s love and power.

The Trinity reminds us that relationship lies at the heart of God
himself. Love, unity and communion are not simply things God does
— they are part of who God is. And because we are made in God's
image, we too are called into loving relationship: with God and with
one another.



Perhaps Trinity Sunday is not meant to provide simple answers, but
rather an invitation into wonder. In a world that often demands
certainty and neat explanations, the Trinity encourages humility,
worship and awe before the mystery of God.

And maybe that is where faith begins most deeply — not in fully
understanding God, but in trusting the One who is Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.

Yours in Christ

ey

Mothers’ Union

On Thursday, 4th June we celebrate the 150th Anniversary of
Mothers' Union with Afternoon Tea at Lytham Hall at 2.30pm.

Every Branch has been asked to try raise £150.00 as a celebration. We
will hold a raffle to hopefully achieve this, so gifts of prizes would be
much appreciated. Margaret Fisher

PARISH COMMUNION
Our June Parish Communion
will be on Sunday 7th June 2026
at 10.15am in St John's

LYTHAM CHURCH OF
ENGLAND PRIMARY

o Excellent Learning Environment 2 N
g ° WraP—Around Care Available B

e Highly-Experienced Nursery Staft

For more information or to arrange a visit:
Email: nursery@lytham.lancs.sch.uk
Tel: 01253 736900

b A place for children to feel
i1, safe, secure, valued and loved iy



Pain relief without medication

Remedial Massage

by Beth

Seated chair massage for the more mature.
A specifically tailored massage to relieve symptoms
of arthritis, aches, pains and stiffness.

Boost circulation and lowers blood pressure.
Home visits.
Minimal undress needed

Tel: 07740196276
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CHRIS DANBY

MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR
MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION

New Memorials
Additional Inscriptions
Cleaned and Renovated

1 Keilder Court, Lytham, FY8 4TN
Telephone: (01253) 735547
Mobile Number: 07999076534

www.chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk
email: chris@chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk

Church Concerts

Following the success of hiring St Cuthbert’s church out for the Russell
Watson Concert in February, the PCC has agreed to look to hire out
the church once a month for concerts. The first concert is on Friday
10™ July (a flyer for the concert is on the next page). To assist us we
are looking for members of the congregation to volunteer for part of
these days to ensure there is someone from the church always
available to assist the hirers. Training will be given to support

volunteers in this role.

If you are able and willing to assist in this way please would you make
contact with Linda Hyland at linda@tidemill.co.uk who is coordinating
the concerts for us.

From the Registers

Baptisms
April 26" Rose Baer, Esme Baer, Eloise Coaker
May 3  Felicity Pitman

Weddings

May

22" Candice Nichols and Stephen Walne
23" Ella Warhurst and Richard Openshaw

Funerals

May

18" Gary Ferguson
21*  Gillian Carlisle
27" Chris Kitchener


http://www.chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk
mailto:linda@tidemill.co.uk

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

At the APCM last month we accepted

the reports and accounts for 2025 and
the Vicar thanked everyone for all they
had done in so many ways throughout

the year.
In the elections the following people LY

were nominated and appointed to serve
for the next twelve months:

Churchwardens: Deborah Edwards and Susan Holman

Deputy Churchwardens: Dave Hyland and Paul Bedford

Kirkham Deanery Synod Members: Debbie Edwards, Wendy Riley and
Liz Willis

Parochial Church Council Members: Marianne Cottier Brown, John

Dixon, Anne Dixon, Diana Harris, Rachel Higginbotham and Alex
Walmsley.

Further Ex-Officio members are: Linda Hyland (Safeguarding Officer),
Michelle O’Neill (Head Teacher’s nomination) and Jacqui Briscoe (LLM
representative).

Co-options include Julie Smith and Mick Phillips

Please hold them in your prayers as they support and lead the parish
in these positions.

SUPPORTING FAMILIES
ON THE FYLDE COAST FOR
OVER 30 YEARS

As an independent family funeral home we work around the clock
to serve our local communities and ease the burden a loss can
bring.

We recognise that funerals are unique and memorable occasions
and we aim to tailor each service to your needs, from a traditional
church affair to the more low key yet dignified ‘Simple Alternative’
option. Whatever your needs, we are here to assist and serve in
every way.

PLANNING
FOR THE FUTURE

As independent funeral directors, we currently offer our advanced
planning options through Golden Charter’'s Independent Plans.
FUNERAL PLANNING AUTHORITY REGISTERED WITH PROTECTED
PAYMENTS

Devonshire House Funeral Home | Telephone 01253 355663
287 Devonshire Road, Blackpool FY2 OTW

Highfield Funeral Home | Telephone 01253 408886 %
497 Lytham Road, Blackpool FY4 1RE [ FuNeRaL |

The Willows Funeral Home | Telephone 01253 859159
57 Fleetwood Road North, Thornton Cleveleys FY5 4AB

The Oaks Funeral Home | Telephone 01253 720998
19 Wood Street, Lytham St Annes FY8 1QR

website: www.fyldefunerals.co.uk
email: info@fyldefunerals.co.uk




Alistre Lodge Nursing T Care Home
J Parker (Care) ltd

67-69 St Annes Road East ¢ Lytham St Annes ¢ Lancashire ¢ FY8 1UR
Tel: 01253 726786 ¢ E-mail: joan-parker@btconnect.com

Booking enquires- Suzy Peters - Tel: 07595 628 211
Website: www.alistrelodge.co.uk

Registered Manager: Mrs Toni Shaw
Clinical Lead: Mrs Fiona Nicholls

Alistre Lodge Nursing & Care Home

Type of Registration: Care Home with Nursing

Alistre Lodge Nursing & Care Home provides accommodation for
persons who require support with personal & Clinical Care. The
home accommodates up to 43 people. Please contact the manage-
ment team for more information and to arrange a visit.

Man Alive

For the past few years Blackburn Cathedral has hosted an evening
called Man Alive with some excellent guest speakers. This year Man
Alive is being hosted by Fulwood Free Methodist Church and the main
speaker is Revd Matt Guilder chaplain at Lancaster University. The
date is 18" June and the evening begins at 7:30pm. We are not able
to arrange this as a group visit from the parish, but if you are
interested please visit the Fulwood Free Methodist website at
Fulwood Free Methodist Church

: T T Ty e
Man Alive 2026 imrmsme e

An evening of worship, testimony and teaching to inspire and raise up men of
faith from across the North West,

Book via QR or click
HERE

Revd. Matt Guilder - Anglican Chaplain, Lancaster University - God on Campus Fulwood
Free Methodist Church

Featuring:

Pastor Jamie Haxby - Lead Pastor, Hope Church - Hebrews 12

Testimony by special guest

DIOCESE
m of those bookstall, refreshments and cake. BEQCK_BURH

Thursday 18t June - 7:30pm
Fulwood Free Methodist Church, Lightfoot Lane, Preston PR2 3LT

LETREE SR e

|

4 s
3 Thursday, 18-Jun-2026
© 7:30pm-9:30pm

® Fulwood Free Methodist Church
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http://www.alistrelodge.co.uk
https://fulwoodfmc.churchsuite.com/events/qkih5av0
https://fulwoodfmc.churchsuite.com/events/qkih5av0

Coffee Mornings
Our Coffee Mornings this month are on
Saturday 13" June 10am—12 noon at
St John’s

We look forward to spending time together
and welcoming friends old and new.
NB As it is Lytham Club Day there won’t be a
coffee morning at St Cuthbert’s

this month.

All for Jesus in our centenary year: Families from parishes
across Lancashire gather in Blackpool for 'The Big Day Out'

People from parishes across Lancashire were 'All for Jesus' as they
gathered in Blackpool at the weekend for The Big Day Out—a vibrant,
faith-filled celebration held as part of our Diocesan centenary year.

Taking place in and around St John’s Square, in the shadow of

the world-famous Blackpool Tower and close to the iconic Winter
Gardens, the event on Saturday 16th May welcomed more than 1000
people from Blackburn Diocese's parishes from every part of the
County.

Videos, photos and more information can be found on the Diocesan
website—All For Jesus Big Day Out or the Diocese of Blackburn

Facebook Page.

If you would like a tour, or would like to call in for a chat,
please contact us on 01253 721678.



https://blackburn.anglican.org/news/1118/all-for-jesus-in-our-centenary-year

Make new friendships

CARE HOME

at The Hamptons

The Hamptons, located off Heyhouses Lane in Lytham St Annes, is a warm,
welcoming and sociable care home offering exceptional residential, general
nursing, and residential dementia care.

A varied daily programme of wellbeing activities and events encourages
residents to stay active, connected, and to build meaningful friendships.

With fully furnished en suite bedrooms, beautiful lounges, dining rooms, and
landscaped gardens, we offer a safe and relaxed home-from-home environment.

If you're considering care for a loved one, we would love to show you what makes
The Hamptons Care Home so special.

(SZ The Hamptons Care Home, off Main Dr, o
Lytham St Annes, FY8 3FF ‘

carehome.co.uk

Care homes making a difference.
Because we believe in more forour elders.

Find out more at lovettcare.co.uk or
call The Hamptons on 01253 203440.

Lytham Club Day

Every year, Lytham Club Day brings together the local community in a
wonderful celebration of tradition, friendship and service. This year,
we offer our sincere thanks and appreciation to Natalie Simpson, who
has served with grace and dedication as the retiring Rose Queen.

Throughout the past year, Natalie, together with her family and
retinue, has represented JC Lytham with warmth, enthusiasm and
commitment. Their participation in local events and community
activities has reflected the very best of the spirit of Club Day, and we
are deeply grateful for all they have contributed.

As one chapter closes, preparations are already underway for this
year’s celebrations. Once again, we are delighted to be entering a
float jointly with our school, continuing a valued partnership that
highlights the strong connections within our community.

We warmly encourage as many people as possible to take part in the
morning procession. Whether you are able to walk the entire route or
only join for part of the journey, your presence and support help make
the occasion so special. Club Day is a wonderful opportunity for
people of all ages to come together in fellowship and celebration, and
every participant adds to the atmosphere and sense of community
spirit.

We look forward to another joyful and memorable day and thank
everyone in advance for organising this fantastic event.
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A Coldplay
Candlelight Experience

an unforgettable evening of music in an enchanting
indoor setting

St Cuthbert’s Church, Church Rd, Lytham,
Lytham Saint Annes FY8 5QL

Friday 10th July

2 Sittings: 7-8pm | 9-10pm

Windmill Lodge is a luxury care home in Lytham St. Annes, providing
compassionate care in a warm, safe and secure environment.

The purpose built home also offers ‘The Nolan Day Care Centre’ for those
requiring extra support and companionship but are not ready to move
into full-time care.




Are you:-

- overtaxed by self assessment?

- challenged by accounting for
aperwork?

- looking to find the will for

probate?

Contact Martin Gunson
by email or telephone

ICAEW
CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

Martin Edward

GUNSON

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
Martin E. Gunson
Bank House

9 Dicconson Terrace

Revamp Home Services

where we transform your house into a masterpiece!

Whether it's gardening, jet washing, joinery, plastering,

decorating, or roofing, we tackle

all things home maintenance with flair!

As a fully insured father and son team,

we promise no job is too small for our magic touch.

Call Paul at 07564805818 or Jake at 07592958751
for a free quote.

Let's make your home the talk of the town!

Quiz Questions for June - Don’t quote me!
Quotations, mottos and advertising slogans

Quotations are taken directly from a text or speech and can be a
powerful tool to use in writing. They offer a way to engage with the
original ideas of others, thus adding a new aspect to one’s own
thoughts from a reputable source. Quotations can also better engage
the reader by clarifying complex ideas and thus adding credibility.

Mottos are short statements which give encouragement and direc-
tion by reflecting on achievable aims. They are the quiet voice that
anchors you to your values, providing inspiration because they can
bypass the thinking mind. Consider a motto as a touchstone, a means
of reconnecting when doubts set in and willpower alone is inade-
guate. A good motto is specific enough to be meaningful, but wide
enough to encompass many situations.

Advertising slogans are pithy phrases used to generate publicity and
encapsulate a company’s marketing strategy. The wording will likely
be chosen to draw attention to the distinctive feature of a product.

Here are twenty quotations. Can you identify the speakers?

The first ten are taken from the Bible.

1. ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.” [1 Sam 3.10]

2. ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?’
[Matt. 2.2]

3. ‘This is really the prophet.’ [John 7.40]

4. ‘Sirs, what must | do to be saved?’ [Acts 16.30]

5. ‘Unless | put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, | will not believe.’ [John 20.25]

6. ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’
[John 11.32]



10.

11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

‘I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?’

[Matt. 3.14]

‘l have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is
filled with violence because of them. [Gen. 6.13]

‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ [John 9.8]

‘Do not let anyone else know of this conversation, or you will die.’
[Jeremiah 38.24]

‘The lady’s not for turning.’

‘Never interrupt your enemy when he is making a mistake.’
‘Always forgive your enemies; nothing annoys them so much.’

‘I took a speed reading course and read War and Peace in twenty
minutes. It involves Russia.’

‘History is bunk.’

‘When seagulls follow the trawler, it’s because they think
sardines will be thrown into the sea.’

‘Live as if you were to die tomorrow; learn as if you were to live
for ever.’

‘No man is an island.’

‘I refuse to join any club that would have me as a member.’
‘Genius is 1% inspiration, 99% perspiration.’

Here are ten mottos. To whom do they belong?

21.
22.
23.

24,
25.
26.
27.

Who Dares Wins

Carpe Diem [Seize the day]

Draco dormiens nunquam titillandus

[Never tickle a sleeping dragon]

In God We Trust

Vorsprung durch Technik [Progress through technology]
Liberty, equality, fraternity

My Word is my Bond

Financial Giving to our parish

If you wish to make a one-off gift or begin to
give regularly to St John the Divine and St
Cuthbert Lytham, please follow the link through
this QR Code on your smartphone or tablet.

PLEASE NOTE that if you prefer paper-based

there are forms at the back of each church.

The Parish Hall - For more information call Fiona on 01253 736488

Monday 7.00pm—38.30

Tuesday 9am-3pm

6.00pm-7.00pm
7.00pm-9pm
Wednesday 9.45am-11.30am

7pm-8pm

Thursday S5pm-6pm

6.30 -7.30pm

Cubs
lynne.mellors@fyldescouts.org.uk

Tumble Tots
Tumbletotslynz@hotmail.com

Beavers (term time)
Scouts (term time)
Bertie Bear Group (term time)

Pilates with Georgia —
07875590 724

Rainbows (term time)

Brownies (term time)


mailto:Tumbletotslynz@hotmail.com

today), others paid scant attention to what was written. There were
also various sects and philosophical systems which had some points
of similarity with Christianity, so much so that some of these groups
claimed to be Christians —although many Christians (Irenaeus among
them) thought they were not. This was the difficult context in which
Irenaeus provided formative leadership, helping to lay important
foundations for future theologians.

In a world that predated the formation of the Bible, Irenaeus
nevertheless argued for the primacy of the four gospels of Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John as texts of complementary importance; and in
his writings he also made extensive use of the Jewish Scriptures
(which became our Old Testament), showing how they related to the
new world of Christianity. So he was a major contributor to the
development of the Bible as we know it. He also contributed to the
challenging debates on nature of Jesus, insisting on the unity of God
the Father and God the Son, whilst at the same time giving positive
value to Jesus’s human nature on earth.

It is thought that Irenaeus was born in Smyrna (modern Izmir) in Asia
Minor and so was a native Greek speaker, the language in which his
works were originally written. But he studied in Rome and then
became a presbyter in Lyon, one of the great Roman cities. He was in
Rome on ecclesiastical business ¢.177, when there was a local
persecution of Christians, in which Bishop Pothinus was martyred.
Irenaeus succeeded him as bishop on his return in 178, We do not
know how he died, or precisely when, but his dates are usually given
as ¢.130-c. 200. Joyce Hill

28. Semper Fidelis [Always faithful]
29. First, do no harm
30. Citius, Altius, Fortius [Faster, Higher, Stronger — Together]

Here are ten advertising slogans. To whom do they belong?
31. Just do it
32. Adiamond is forever
33. It does exactly what it says on the tin
34. Finger Lickin’ Good
35. Every Little Helps
36. The Happiest Place on Earth
37. Because You're Worth It
38. Probably the best beer in the world
39. Never Knowingly Undersold
40. There are some things money can’t buy. For everything else,
there’s ..........
Answers will appear in the next issue.

General Knowledge Questions for May: ANSWERS

1, Joseph. 2. Red Sea, 3. Samson, 4. He was taken up to heavenina
whirlwind, 5. Psalm 119, 6. Governor, 7. A dove. 8. Priscilla,

9. Alexander, 10. Letter to the Hebrews, 11. England and Scotland,

12. 1926, 13. Queen Elizabeth 2, 14. 1954, 15. Queen Victoria,

16. Emperor Napoleon, 17. Amsterdam, 18. Alan B Shepard,

19. Ayrton Senna, 20. Louis XIV, 21. 007, 22. Mercury, 23. Queens Park
Rangers, 24. Four, 25. lan Fleming, 26. Three, 27. Knee, 28. Bristol,

29. Tunisia, 30. Salvador Dali, 31. A symbol, a dot at the centre of a
circle, 32. Marathon, 33. The Netherlands, 34. French Open, 35. Krone,
36. Helsinki, 37. Tin, 38.Doha, 39. lago, 40. Constantinople.



Mother y NIO This year MU members across the

150 years globe will be celebrating 150 years
since the Mothers’ Union was
founded in the small parish church of Old Alresford, Hampshire, by
Mary Sumner, a vicar’s wife with a bold vision. She believed that
women, regardless of class or status, could come together in faith to
support one another and strengthen family life within the Church.

From that single spark of an idea, a global movement was born —and
Mothers’ Union has grown to 4 million members across 84 countries.
Members continue working to improve the lives of individuals,
families, and communities around the world. At the heart of
everything remains an unwavering belief that faith and compassion
can transform lives.

Mothers’ Union began in 1876. Mary Sumner,
the wife of a rector in Hampshire, formed a
group to support mothers from all
backgrounds in bringing up their children.
After delivering a speech in 1885 to the

@ Portsmouth Church Congress, she inspired

, many women present to go back to their

parishes and set up similar groups.

Over time, the groups that met as Mothers’ Union became embedded
in their communities. They forged strong links with local people and
the Anglican Church. They worked to support one another and give a
voice to disadvantaged women while addressing wider societal issues.
Driven by Mary Sumner’s passion for the role of women in bringing
about a better society, the groups proved very popular.

Irenaeus

There is an entry in the Common Worship Calendar for 28 June which
reads ‘Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon, Teacher of the Faith, c.200’. The date
of ¢.200 shows that this feast-day honours one of the very early
bishops of the church.

We don’t know the exact dates of Irenaeus’s life and we have very
few biographical details, but his surviving writings justify the
description of him as ‘the first great Catholic theologian’ (Oxford
Dictionary of the Christian Church). It’s important to remember that
he was active at a time when Christianity was still not a publicly
practised religion: it did not —and could not — go public until the
Roman Emperor Constantine made space for it by his Edict of Milan in
312, which allowed all religions to be openly practised alongside the
long-established Roman cults. Constantine tended to favour
Christianity, but it was not until the end of the fourth century, under
the Emperor Theodosius, that Christianity became the state religion
of the Roman Empire. Furthermore, Irenaeus was thinking, teaching
and writing at a time when the doctrines of Christianity, the
understanding of the nature of Jesus, the concept of the Trinity, and
ideas of what was orthodox and what was not, were still being
worked out. And in those very early centuries there was not even a
fixed Christian Bible, or even an agreed group of texts that would go
on to become the books of the New Testament. Although all four
gospels existed, other texts were also in circulation, some of which
were not, in the end, included in the New Testament; and even the
gospels were often not considered together as complementary texts,
as we do today. Different groups fastened on one gospel as the
definitive text and downplayed the others, and while some groups
paid close attention to written texts (not always just one ones we use



heritage while helping to support the restoration project. More
details will be announced once plans have been finalised.

Quiet Bells, Loud Progress

Although the tower at St John's is temporarily silent, there is certainly
no shortage of activity behind the scenes. Every week brings another
step forward in this exciting restoration project.

The bells may be away for now, but progress is ringing louder than
ever.

Watch this space for further updates as we move closer to welcoming
our newly restored bells home.

How You Can Help

While tremendous progress has been made, we are still actively
raising funds to complete the restoration. The project represents a
significant investment in the future of St John's, ensuring that our
bells can continue to ring out across the parish for many generations
to come.

We are pursuing a variety of fundraising initiatives and are extremely
grateful for the generosity already shown by parishioners, local
residents, and supporters of the project.

If you would like to contribute, donations can be made through our
JustGiving page:

St John's Bells Restoration Appeal

Every contribution, large or small, helps bring us one step closer to
hearing the bells ring again from St John's Tower.

The Bells Have Left the Building!
An Update from the Bellringers — May 2026

Visitors to St John's may have noticed something unusual recently:
the bells have gone!

After months of planning, preparation and activity, Monday 27th April
marked a major milestone in our bell restoration project. On that day,
the last pieces of the ancient oak bell frame were removed from the
tower. The historic frame, which had faithfully supported our bells for
generations, has now been completely dismantled, lowered safely to
the ground, and removed from the church.

What makes this achievement even more remarkable is the
timescale. In just nine days of part-time volunteer work, our team
successfully removed all six bells, all the associated ringing
equipment, and the entire massive frame.

Standing at the bottom of the tower on day one, the task looked
enormous. There were moments when the scale of the challenge
seemed rather daunting, but our team rose magnificently to the
occasion. Armed with determination, teamwork, and perhaps a
generous supply of tea and biscuits, we tackled every obstacle that
came our way.

Special thanks must go to our fantastic volunteer team: Neil McGarry,
Paul Hart, Dave Roberts, Ali and John Sawyer, and our Tower Captain,
Sid Lloyd. Their hard work, good humour, and willingness to squeeze
into some very awkward spaces and balance in some scary places
have made this stage of the project possible.


https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-johns-bells?utm_medium=FR&utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_page_launched_--_charity&utm_source=chatgpt.com

Off to the Bell Hospital

On 18th May, a haulage contractor, Henry Lee and Son, arrived to
collect the bells and transport them to the famous Taylor's Bell
Foundry in Loughborough.

The bells will remain there for the next four to five months while a
brand-new frame is designed, manufactured, and tested. During their
stay, the bells will also receive some careful attention from the
foundry's experts.

Although the bells will remain in the key of G, each bell will be finely
retuned so that its five internal harmonics are perfectly balanced. The
whole ring of six bells will then be harmonised together, improving
the overall sound while preserving the character of the bells we know
and love.

If you've ever wondered how a bell is tuned, Taylor's Foundry has
some fascinating videos online that show the process in action. If you
would like to see how bells are tuned you can check out this short film
from Taylor’s foundry.

S1 EP5. How to Tune a Bell at Taylors Bell Foundry

Engineering the Future

The next stage of the project involves creating a completely new bell
frame.

A member of Taylor's design team will soon visit St John's to carry out
a detailed laser survey of the belfry. These measurements will allow
them to design a custom-made steel and cast-iron frame, engineered
specifically for our tower and our bells.

It will be a unique structure, built to modern standards while
ensuring our bells can continue ringing for generations to come.

Borrowing Bells
Of course, church life doesn't stop simply because the bells are away.

On Saturday 23rd May, St John's hosted a wedding, and the happy
couple wanted bells to celebrate their special day. As any bellringer
will tell you, a wedding without bells is rather like a birthday without
cake.

With our own bells temporarily absent, we had to get creative.

Thanks to the generosity of our neighbours at St Peter's, we were
able to "borrow" their bells, without actually moving them! Instead,
our ringers rang at St Peter's while Susan remained at St John's,
armed with a mobile phone and ready to provide the all-important
cues for when to start and stop.

The result? Perfectly timed wedding bells, a delighted wedding party,
and yet another reminder that a little ingenuity can go a long way.

A Piece of Bellringing History

Although the old oak frame has now been removed from the tower,
it hasn't all disappeared. The sections of timber are being carefully
stored and preserved, as they represent an important part of St
John's history.

We're currently exploring ways to transform some of this historic oak
into special commemorative souvenirs. These unique pieces will give
people the opportunity to own a small part of the church's bellringing


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EVCHyqh42w

